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NOTTINGHAM FOREST LADIES FOOTBALL CLUB
Centre of Excellence

Child Protection Policy

The Centre of Excellence acknowledges and accepts, as its main responsibility, the well being and safety of those children and young persons who are trialing at the Centre of Excellence, or who are registered at the Centre of Excellence as a student.  It does so in the belief that placing their welfare at the Centre of its concerns provides a solid foundation for the development of the young players of the future and for effective Child Protection practice.

Objectives

· Promotes and supports good outcomes in terms of health, development and educational achievement for its participants.

· Enables parents and other members of the player’s family to be as involved as is practicable in a working partnership with the Centre of Excellence.

· Recognises the significance of ethnic and cultural diversity.

· Acknowledges its responsibility to set high football, academic and social standards.

· Expects that all adults having contact with students will provide good models of behaviour, be honest and take the feelings of others into account.

· Seeks opportunities for celebrating students’ success and recognises achievement, effort and good behaviour.

· Recognises that good behaviour will be achieved if all those involved in the Centre of Excellence have a clear and mutual understanding of the aims of the Centre of Excellence and if systems of training are implemented efficiently.

· Provides a disciplined environment where students will work together taking a pride in themselves and their surroundings.

· All staff and volunteers involved at a Centre of Excellence must be registered with the Centre. The register must be kept up to date and no person who is not registered shall have any involvement with the Centre of Excellence. The requirement shall apply to all persons involved at the Centre of Excellence, including coaching, administration and ancillary staff and volunteers, talent scouts, drivers etc.

· The register shall be liable to inspection and verification at any time by the Football Association as appropriate.
· All persons who may come into contact with Under 18s through their involvement at a Centre of Excellence must complete and submit to the Centre of Excellence the Football Association CRB check in relation to child protection issues before being permitted to register formally with the Centre of Excellence. 
· All such persons may also be the subject of criminal and other record checks with the Police or Social Services. 

· All such persons shall be required to be trained in child protection issues at least to include satisfactory completion of The Football Association’s child protection and best practice awareness programme.

· One person at each Centre of Excellence shall be designated as having responsibility for child protection issues as part of the promotion of the welfare of children attending the Centre of Excellence and issuing identification to all Centre staff members.

Identification and Referral of Child Abuse

________________, Centre Welfare Officer, is the designated person to whom any cause for concern about a child’s well-being must be reported.

The protection of children is the proper concern of everyone in a position to help.  All staff and volunteers at the Centre of Excellence, who are involved with children and young players, will be made aware of how to recognise child abuse and make appropriate referrals to the designated person.

Complaints

Experience confirms the importance of apparently small matters needing to be taken seriously, listened to and addressed.  A recurring pattern of minor complaints could indicate deep-seated problems that need to be addressed.  All staff and volunteers at the Centre of Excellence, who are involved with children and young persons, should take complaints seriously and report them to the designated person.  Students should have direct access to the designated person and complaints should always be acknowledged and logged.

Discipline and Sanctions

· The Centre of Excellence recognises that children need to discover where the boundaries of acceptable behaviour lie and there can sometimes lead to challenging situations.
· Disapproval should be of behaviour and not the person.

· Unacceptable behaviour should be prevented through verbal reprimand.

· No form of corporal punishment (including striking, slapping, pushing or nudging a player) will be used in any circumstances.

· F.A. Child Protection Helpline 0808 800 5000
Missing Persons Policy

The Centre of Excellence acknowledges and accepts as its main responsibility the well being and safety of those children and your persons who are registered at the Centre of Excellence or those who are on trial.

Procedure

Player:
If a player discovers that another player is missing he / she should immediately report it to the squad coach.

Parent:
If a parent discovers that a player is missing he /she should immediately report it to the squad coach.

Coach:
If a coach discovers or is informed that a player is missing he / she should:

· Organise a thorough search of the immediate vicinity

· Inform a senior member of staff

· Contact the Police.  Police control room 0115 9670999

· Contact 999 in an absolute emergency

It is the responsibility of all staff to place the welfare and safety of children and young persons as a priority and to assist the Centre of Excellence manager / Senior 

member of staff as appropriate.

Prevention

It is the responsibility of all staff to ensure that for any Centre of Excellence activity they are aware of who is present through the use of registers.
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